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The increasing interdependence of economies
around the world — “globalization” — is a widely
noted and frequently discussed feature of modern
economic life. The launch of a unified European cur-
rency, the prolonged recession in Japan, the finance
and exchange crisis in several emerging economies,
and trade tensions debated at the World Trade
Organization draw more public attention than many
domestic economic events.
West Virginia is participating in this economic
globalization. Its links to the international economy
take many forms — imports, exports, competition
between West Virginia and foreign businesses, for-
eign-owned investments in West Virginia, West
Virginia-owned investments abroad, in- and out-
migration of labor force participants, and exchange
of ideas and technologies. This article focuses on the
state’s international exports.
In 1997 West Virginia exported over $2.5 billion
dollars of tangible commodities to foreign markets. 
International commodity exports equaled 6.3% of
the state’s Gross State Product (GSP) in 1996. In
addition, the value of the state’s commodity exports
has been increasing more rapidly (7.5% annually
from 1989 to 1997) than its GSP (4.6% annually
from 1989 to 1996).
Table 1 shows the value of 1997 exports and aver-
age annual growth since 1989 for West Virginia’s ten
largest export industries. Chemicals and coal are by
far the state’s two most important exports. Each
accounted for between 37 and 38 percent of total
commodity exports, and they have grown at nearly
identical rates since 1989. The only other product
with state exports over $100 million was primary
metals.
The state’s fastest growing major export industries
included fabricated metal products; stone, clay, and
glass products; and lumber and wood products.
Instruments and related products was the only top
ten export sector that the state exported less of in
1997 than in 1989. West Virginia exports of industri-
al machinery and equipment and of rubber and mis-
cellaneous plastics products grew only slightly.
Figure 1 graphs these West Virginia export trends
year by year for coal, chemicals, primary metals, and
all other commodity exports. Chemicals, primary
metals, and all other commodities exhibit a similar
pattern — gradual growth except during the global
economic slowdown of the early 1990s.1 Coal exports
show a markedly different pattern, with a peak in
1992 ($849.6 million), followed by a dip in 1993 and
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Table 1
West Virginia Export Growth Rate by Selected Industries
1997 Exports Annual Growth Rate
SIC Industry Millions of Dollars 1989-1997___ _______ ______________ ___________
12 Coal Mining 940.4 8.3
24 Lumber & Wood Products 35.8 10.3
28 Chemicals & Allied Products 947.6 8.4
30 Rubber & Misc. Plastic Products 52.1 2.2
32 Stone, Clay & Glass Products 49.4 10.4
33 Primary Metal Industries 280.2 6.3
34 Fabricated Metal Products 19.7 11.3
35 Industrial Machinery & Equipment 67.5 0.8
37 Transportation Equipment 37.2 7.4
38 Instruments & Related Products 24.2 -7.4
All Industries 2,524.1 7.5
Source: Bureau of the Census, Trade Division and University of Massachusetts,
MISER.
1Between 1990 and 1993 average annual growth of real GDP was
1.1% for the OECD (i.e. developed) countries as a group. In
comparison, the longer term growth rate (1985-1998) has aver-
aged 2.5% annually.
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1994 ($489.7 million and $492.2 million), and
almost complete recovery in 1995 ($793.9 million).
This may reflect reduced West Virginia production
in 1993 (134 million tons versus 164 million in
1992), a year marked by labor disputes in the coal
industry.
Canada, Belgium, Japan, South Korea, and the
United Kingdom were West Virginia’s most impor-
tant commodity export markets in 1997. Nationally,
the top five export destinations were nearly the same
— Canada, Mexico, Japan, the United Kingdom,
and South Korea. Figure 2 displays state and national
export shares of West Virginia’s top destinations. The
state’s pattern of export destinations reflects both
geography and the mix of products that West
Virginia sells. The main differences from the United
States are that Belgium is a much more important
destination for the state, and Mexico is much less.
Chemicals accounted for 70.7% of the state’s export
shipments to Belgium, and West Virginia is relatively
distant from Mexico and its markets.
West Virginia’s performance as an exporter is close
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It might seem that a simple question like
“Where did that export come from?” should have
a simple answer. In fact, there are at least four
different ways of defining an export’s place of ori-
gin that are used in collecting export statistics.
These are:
1) The location of the port from which the
export departed the United States.
2) The “origin of movement” of the export
— that is, the place where the export was
shipped from. This could be the place of
production, but it could also be a storage
location or a distribution center.
3) The “exporter location” — that is, the
business address reported by the exporting
business. This is usually a headquarters or
marketing office.
4) The place of final production — such as a
manufacturing plant or mine.
The first two concepts are primarily oriented
towards understanding the effects of exports on
the transportation network. The third concept is
concerned with marketing and export promo-
tion. The fourth definition of an export’s origin
is the one that shows where the direct increase
in employment and economic activity occurred
to produce the export. (Indirect increases in eco-
nomic activity occur in the export producer’s
suppliers, but that effect can only be estimated
with economic models.)
For purposes of assessing exports’ economic
impact on a state and the role of exporting in
economic development strategies, the fourth
concept is the most useful. Unfortunately, this is
the most difficult to get data for. The statistics in
this article are based on the second definition —
origin of movement.
Data on port of export, origin of movement,
and exporter location all come from the customs
exporter declaration form that the government
requires for each export shipment. Port of export 
and point of origin of the shipment are items on
the form and exporter location is taken from the
exporter’s business address. The form also has
questions on the type of commodity exported
and its value. The Customs Service provides
copies of the exporter declaration forms to the
Trade Division of the Bureau of the Census. The
Trade Division, in turn, compiles various export
statistical reports. Finally, MISER at the
University of Massachusetts massages the Trade
Division data and estimates missing values to
produce tables of exports showing origin of
movement or exporter location by state.
When it is collected, data on export place of
production comes from surveys of producers
rather than the customs form. The Energy
Information Administration (EIA) collects sta-
tistics on the volume and average price of coal
exports. The Industry Division of the Bureau of
the Census has a question on the value of
exports in its Annual Survey of Manufactures.
Unfortunately, manufacturing export statistics
from that survey have not been compiled and
reported for the years since 1992.
In general for West Virginia the value of
exports produced in the state is greater than the
value of exports with origin of movement in the
state, which is larger than the state’s exports
based on exporter location. Coal provides an
important and dramatic illustration. Using data
from the EIA, the West Virginia Coal
Association calculates that the state produced
$1,715 million of coal for export in 1996. The
export origin of movement series used in the
accompanying article reports that West Virginia
coal exports were $813 million in the same year.
In contrast, the exporter location statistics report
only $385 million of coal exports from West
Virginia in 1996. State coal exports based on
place of production were nearly 4.5 times its coal
exports based on exporter location!
Where Did That Export Come From?
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to, but slightly less than, national norms. Table 2
lists commodity export growth rates and exports per
employee for West Virginia, surrounding states, and
the United States. West Virginia’s average annual
export growth rate from 1989 to 1997 fell short of
the national 8.9% growth rate. Kentucky,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Maryland also had more
rapid export growth than West Virginia, which did
have more rapid growth than Virginia. 
The center column of Table 2 shows that in 1996
West Virginia exported an average of $3,557 for each
payroll employee in the state’s economy. This was
$1,713 per employee less than the national average,
but was high enough to rank 29th among the states.
Of the adjoining states, Ohio, Virginia, and Kentucky
exported more per employee while Maryland and
Pennsylvania exported less per employee.
The Bureau of Business and Economic Research
has just released a new report, West Virginia
International Trade and Investment, which compiles
detailed data on West Virginia’s exports during 1994
to 1997 and on the operations of foreign-owned affil-
iates in the state from 1993 to 1996. The trade data
includes products shipped to West Virginia’s top
export destinations as well as the top destinations for
each 2-digit export product. The foreign investment
data includes number of affiliates, employment, and
the value of plant and equipment by country and
industry. Call (304) 293-7534 to order this report.
The price is $15 for the printed report or a CD-
ROM with .pdf and .wk4 files, or $20 for the printed
report and CD-ROM. The files may also be down-






Commodity Exports by Selected States
Exports per Employee_______________________
Annual Growth Rate Dollars Rank
States 1989-1997 1996 1996_____ _______________ _______ _______
Kentucky 14.4 4,360 19
Maryland 8.3 2,726 38
Ohio 9.3 4,823 14
Pennsylvania 9.7 3,113 33
Virginia 6.2 4,396 17
West Virginia 7.5 3,557 29
United States 8.9 5,280 —
Source: Bureau of the Census, Trade Division and University of Massachusetts,
MISER.
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The Census Bureau has released its latest population estimates for all U.S. counties.
Find your county’s population estimates in the table below.
Total Population Population Change Population Change
(Number of Persons) (Number of Persons) (Percent Change) Population Rank________________________________ ______________________ ______________________ _________________
Percent Level 
July 1990 July 1997 July 1998 1990-1998 1997-1998 1990-1998 1997-1998 1990-1998 1998________ ________ ________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _________ _____
Barbour 15,685 16,211 16,152 467 -59 3.0 -0.4 17 35
Berkeley 59,811 69,088 70,970 11,159 1,882 18.7 2.7 2 6
Boone 25,796 26,347 26,118 322 -229 1.2 -0.9 29 27
Braxton 12,993 13,227 13,185 192 -42 1.5 -0.3 26 40
Brooke 26,978 26,208 26,004 -974 -204 -3.6 -0.8 45 28
Cabell 96,643 95,067 94,273 -2,370 -794 -2.5 -0.8 42 2
Calhoun 7,890 7,928 7,940 50 12 0.6 0.2 32 50
Clay 9,953 10,512 10,530 577 18 5.8 0.2 12 44
Doddridge 7,005 7,413 7,554 549 141 7.8 1.9 7 52
Fayette 47,867 48,566 47,930 63 -636 0.1 -1.3 36 12
Gilmer 7,622 7,184 7,130 -492 -54 -6.5 -0.8 53 54
Grant 10,446 11,104 11,098 652 -6 6.2 -0.1 11 43
Greenbrier 34,701 35,447 35,383 682 -64 2.0 -0.2 25 17
Hampshire 16,596 18,867 19,041 2,445 174 14.7 0.9 3 32
Hancock 35,204 34,338 33,973 -1,231 -365 -3.5 -1.1 44 18
Hardy 11,016 11,728 11,829 813 101 7.4 0.9 9 42
Harrison 69,253 70,597 70,891 1,638 294 2.4 0.4 23 7
Jackson 25,954 27,614 27,972 2,018 358 7.8 1.3 8 23
Jefferson 36,145 40,229 41,368 5,223 1,139 14.5 2.8 4 14
Kanawha 207,337 203,195 202,011 -5,326 -1,184 -2.6 -0.6 43 1
Lewis 17,176 17,494 17,427 251 -67 1.5 -0.4 27 34
Lincoln 21,371 22,165 22,192 821 27 3.8 0.1 13 31
Logan 42,857 41,294 41,080 -1,777 -214 -4.1 -0.5 46 15
Marion 57,174 56,828 56,318 -856 -510 -1.5 -0.9 39 9
Marshall 37,318 35,716 35,441 -1,877 -275 -5.0 -0.8 50 16
Mason 25,144 25,948 25,869 725 -79 2.9 -0.3 19 29
McDowell 34,983 30,558 29,916 -5,067 -642 -14.5 -2.1 55 20
Mercer 64,861 64,233 63,794 -1,067 -439 -1.6 -0.7 40 8
Mineral 26,674 26,960 26,737 63 -223 0.2 -0.8 35 26
Mingo 33,637 32,475 31,926 -1,711 -549 -5.1 -1.7 51 19
Monongalia 75,528 77,525 77,505 1,977 -20 2.6 -0.0 21 5
Monroe 12,399 13,139 13,205 806 66 6.5 0.5 10 39
Morgan 12,178 13,536 13,640 1,462 104 12.0 0.8 5 38
Nicholas 26,764 27,580 27,595 831 15 3.1 0.1 15 24
Ohio 50,772 48,972 48,287 -2,485 -685 -4.9 -1.4 48 11
Pendleton 8,024 8,043 8,062 38 19 0.5 0.2 33 49
Pleasants 7,553 7,494 7,421 -132 -73 -1.7 -1.0 41 53
Pocahontas 8,972 9,082 9,268 296 186 3.3 2.0 14 48
Preston 29,058 29,782 29,811 753 29 2.6 0.1 22 21
Putnam 43,018 50,297 51,164 8,146 867 18.9 1.7 1 10
Raleigh 76,799 78,970 79,066 2,267 96 3.0 0.1 18 4
Randolph 27,803 28,719 28,658 855 -61 3.1 -0.2 16 22
Ritchie 10,246 10,244 10,356 110 112 1.1 1.1 30 45
Roane 15,020 15,365 15,342 322 -23 2.1 -0.1 24 36
Summers 14,110 13,791 13,146 -964 -645 -6.8 -4.7 54 41
Taylor 15,115 15,333 15,326 211 -7 1.4 -0.0 28 37
Tucker 7,713 7,719 7,631 -82 -88 -1.1 -1.1 38 51
Tyler 9,798 9,991 9,835 37 -156 0.4 -1.6 34 47
Upshur 22,891 23,786 23,526 635 -260 2.8 -1.1 20 30
Wayne 41,643 42,118 41,957 314 -161 0.8 -0.4 31 13
Webster 10,693 10,313 10,230 -463 -83 -4.3 -0.8 47 46
Wetzel 19,197 18,481 18,256 -941 -225 -4.9 -1.2 49 33
Wirt 5,171 5,644 5,669 498 25 9.6 0.4 6 55
Wood 86,931 87,104 86,768 -163 -336 -0.2 -0.4 37 3
Wyoming 28,958 27,662 27,380 -1,578 -282 -5.4 -1.0 52 25
West Virginia 1,792,444 1,815,231 1,811,156 18,712 -4,075 1.0 -0.2 — —
United States 249,438,712 267,743,595 270,298,524 20,859,812 2,554,929 8.4 1.0 — —
Source: Population estimates are from the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
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Introduction
Each year, billions of federal, state, and local dol-
lars are distributed based on local economic condi-
tions. Often these funds are designed to alleviate
poverty directly, improve schools, and otherwise
boost economic and social development. A critical
step in this process is the accurate and timely assess-
ment of local conditions. 
Median household income and poverty estimates
are two useful indicators when evaluating the eco-
nomic performance of a region. Unfortunately, these
data are only available every ten years for smaller
areas (counties, cities, places) because they originate
from the decennial census of population and hous-
ing. In order to bridge the gap between census years,
the Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates
Program (SAIPE) was introduced. This organization,
funded by various federal agencies, first composed
data using statistical models for 1993. In February
1999, SAIPE released 1995 state and county esti-
mates, which are currently the most recent data
available. The most common source of income and
poverty data is the U.S. Bureau of the Census which
can be accessed on the Internet at www.census.gov.
Median Household Income
According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census,
“median income is the amount which divides the
income distribution into two equal groups, half hav-
ing incomes above the median, half having incomes
below the median. The medians for households, fam-
ilies, and unrelated individuals are based on all
households, families, and unrelated individuals.”
West Virginia’s 1995 median household income was
$25,354, representing an average annual increase of
2.0% per year from 1989. West Virginia ranked last
in median income level among the 50 states and
Washington, D.C., with New Jersey recording the
highest level at $44,345. 
Median household income for the United States
in 1995 was $34,076, representing an average annual
growth per year of 2.8 percent from 1989. The states
with the highest income levels are concentrated in
the more developed areas of the Northeast. The
states with the lowest levels are located in the more
rural and isolated areas of the country, such as parts
of Appalachia and the Deep South. 
Figure 1 shows West Virginia median household
income levels by county for 1995. The counties with
the highest income levels are located in or near met-
ropolitan areas. Putnam County recorded the highest
median household income for 1995 at $39,619, fol-
lowed by Jefferson, Berkeley, Wood, and Brooke. The
counties with the lowest income levels are located in
the more rural and isolated sections of West Virginia.
McDowell County had the lowest level at $17,706,
with Webster, Calhoun, Clay, and Gilmer rounding
out the bottom five. McDowell County also saw the
slowest growth from 1989 to 1995, at an annual
average of a mere 2.1 percent. 
Poverty
In 1995, 13.8 percent of the United States popu-
lation lived in poverty. The states with the highest
poverty rates are located in the South and
Southwestern areas of the country, while the states
with the lowest rates are concentrated in the
Northeast. Nearly 20 percent of the West Virginia
West Virginia County Median Household Income 
and Poverty Update
Figure 1
Median Household Income, 1995
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population lived in poverty for the same time period,
ranking the state fifth in the nation.   
Table 1 (page 8) shows 1995 poverty rates by
county for the state of West Virginia. McDowell
County recorded the highest poverty level in the
state with 36.8 percent of its population living in
poverty. Webster County had the second highest
poverty rate at 35.6 percent, followed by Clay,
Calhoun, and Gilmer. Putnam County had the low-
est poverty rate at 11.4 percent. Other counties with
low levels of poverty are Jefferson, Berkeley, Brooke,
and Hancock. As Figure 2 indicates, counties with
the highest poverty rates tend to be located in the
central and southern portions of the state, while
counties with the lowest rates are seen in the more




Median household income is not the only method of measuring income on the state and local level.
Also available is per capita personal income, produced annually by the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
www.bea.doc.gov. Per capita personal income is the total personal income for an area divided by its total
population. For example, West Virginia’s per capita personal income level for 1995 was $17,441. This indi-
cates that if the total personal income earned in 1995 was to be divided up among the entire West
Virginia population, there would be $17,441 distributed to each person. 
There are various differences between median household income and per capita personal income.
Median household income is calculated using money income, which excludes non-cash income sources
such as fringe benefits, Medicare, and Medicaid. Per capita personal income includes estimates for these
non-cash income sources. Another difference is that median household income is calculated for individual
households, whereas per capita personal income is calculated for individual residents. Thus, median house-
hold income can be affected by certain demographic trends that can sway household formation rates and
household size.
Poverty
Poverty is not as easily defined as median household income. An important indicator in poverty analy-
sis is the poverty threshold which measures the dollar amount at which poverty status is determined.
People whose income is below the poverty threshold are considered to be living in poverty, whereas people
whose income is above the threshold are not. The calculation of the threshold was derived from the
Social Security Agency in 1964 and has since been updated by interagency committees. The underlying
factor in the threshold calculation is the economy food plan. It was determined that an average family of
three or more people spends approximately one-third of its after-tax budget on food. Thus, the poverty
threshold was set at three times the economy food plan. The threshold varies according to family size, the





West Virginia Income and Poverty by County
Median Household Income and Percent of Population in Poverty
Median Household Income Percent of Population
(Dollars per Household) Median Income Rank in Poverty Poverty Rank___________________________________ ____________________ __________________ _________________
Avg. Growth (%) Level Avg. Growth Level Level
1989 1995 1989-1995 1995 1989-95 1989 1995 1989 1995_______ _______ __________ ______ __________ _______ _______ ______ ______
Barbour 16,936 20,689 3.4 49 32 24.0 26.3 10 12
Berkeley 27,279 33,425 3.4 3 29 9.5 13.4 53 53
Boone 21,003 24,984 2.9 29 44 19.8 23.2 19 21
Braxton 16,760 21,701 4.4 46 9 25.2 26.3 9 13
Brooke 25,817 31,280 3.3 5 34 9.8 13.7 51 52
Cabell 22,684 27,715 3.4 15 27 16.3 19.5 31 32
Calhoun 16,031 19,356 3.2 53 35 27.4 31.5 6 4
Clay 15,124 19,612 4.4 52 10 33.5 33.2 1 3
Doddridge 17,314 23,524 5.2 38 1 21.6 23.3 14 20
Fayette 18,075 22,655 3.8 43 18 22.7 25.8 13 14
Gilmer 17,133 20,537 3.1 51 40 26.5 31.2 7 5
Grant 20,112 26,915 5.0 19 3 15.4 15.5 38 47
Greenbrier 20,321 25,437 3.8 27 19 17.4 19.2 27 33
Hampshire 20,522 26,684 4.5 20 8 14.2 18.2 44 38
Hancock 25,793 29,983 2.5 7 50 9.1 13.8 54 51
Hardy 20,458 27,553 5.1 17 2 14.3 13.8 43 50
Harrison 21,908 26,644 3.3 21 33 17.1 19.7 28 31
Jackson 22,440 29,173 4.5 10 7 14.9 18.4 40 37
Jefferson 30,714 36,711 3.0 2 42 9.0 11.9 55 54
Kanawha 24,901 29,872 3.1 8 38 14.7 17.1 42 41
Lewis 18,555 23,301 3.9 39 14 21.6 24.2 15 16
Lincoln 16,881 21,285 3.9 48 13 29.9 30.1 4 6
Logan 19,618 23,587 3.1 37 37 23.2 27.1 12 9
Marion 22,174 26,567 3.1 23 39 16.1 18.5 34 36
Marshall 22,657 27,789 3.5 13 26 14.1 17.6 45 40
Mason 22,363 27,385 3.4 18 31 16.2 20.2 32 30
McDowell 15,675 17,706 2.1 55 55 33.4 36.8 2 1
Mercer 21,149 25,046 2.9 28 43 19.3 22.0 22 24
Mineral 23,810 27,665 2.5 16 51 12.9 16.3 46 46
Mingo 19,775 23,231 2.7 41 47 26.3 29.5 8 7
Monongalia 25,021 30,502 3.4 6 28 14.8 16.3 41 45
Monroe 19,156 24,007 3.8 35 17 16.9 19.1 29 34
Morgan 23,454 29,068 3.6 11 24 11.4 13.9 50 49
Nicholas 19,514 24,783 4.1 31 11 19.4 24.1 21 17
Ohio 23,762 29,700 3.8 9 16 12.9 15.4 47 48
Pendleton 19,443 25,755 4.8 26 4 15.5 16.6 37 43
Pleasants 23,392 28,001 3.0 12 41 12.8 16.6 48 42
Pocahontas 18,670 22,554 3.2 45 36 16.2 20.5 33 29
Preston 21,268 24,930 2.7 30 48 18.0 20.5 25 28
Putnam 29,847 39,619 4.8 1 5 9.6 11.4 52 55
Raleigh 21,404 26,350 3.5 24 25 17.9 21.0 26 26
Randolph 19,325 24,579 4.1 32 12 20.5 22.6 17 22
Ritchie 18,086 22,563 3.8 44 15 18.6 23.4 24 18
Roane 18,273 21,534 2.8 47 45 20.5 26.5 18 11
Summers 15,660 20,668 4.7 50 6 28.5 29.1 5 8
Taylor 18,842 23,245 3.6 40 23 19.8 23.4 20 19
Tucker 19,390 23,642 3.4 36 30 15.9 17.6 35 39
Tyler 22,606 26,622 2.8 22 46 15.2 18.7 39 35
Upshur 21,186 24,186 2.2 34 54 19.0 24.4 23 15
Wayne 22,092 25,969 2.7 25 49 20.8 22.1 16 23
Webster 14,514 18,072 3.7 54 21 31.8 35.6 3 2
Wetzel 24,085 27,783 2.4 14 52 15.7 20.7 36 27
Wirt 19,515 24,266 3.7 33 22 16.4 21.2 30 25
Wood 26,053 32,652 3.8 4 20 12.7 16.5 49 44
Wyoming 20,003 22,959 2.3 42 53 24.0 26.8 11 10
West Virginia 22,542 25,354 2.0 — — 17.2 19.9 — —
Source: Median household income and poverty estimates are from the Bureau of the Census. The most recent data available is for 1995.
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98 Q1 98 Q2 98 Q3 98 Q4 99 Q1 1996 1997 1998
United States
Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (Bil. $1992 Chain-Wtd.) 7,464.7 7,498.6 7,566.5 7,677.7 7,762.5 6,994.8 7,269.8 7,551.9
% Change 5.5 1.8 3.7 6.0 4.5 3.4 3.9 3.9
Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) (1982-84=100)* 161.9 162.8 163.4 164.0 164.6 156.9 160.5 163.0
% Change 1.1 2.2 1.6 1.4 1.6 2.9 2.3 1.6
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Mil.) 124.8 125.5 126.1 126.8 127.6 119.6 122.7 125.8
% Change 2.8 2.3 2.0 2.2 2.4 2.1 2.6 2.6
Unemployment Rate (%) 4.6 4.4 4.5 4.4 4.3 5.4 4.9 4.5
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 311 325 305 320 301 352 319 315
Industrial Production (1992=100) 130.4 131.3 131.6 132.3 132.6 119.5 126.7 131.4
% Change 1.7 2.8 1.0 2.2 0.7 4.4 6.0 3.7
Capacity Utilization Rate 82.7 82.2 81.5 80.9 80.2 82.4 82.9 81.8
Housing Starts (Mil.) 1.585 1.570 1.637 1.701 1.792 1.469 1.476 1.623
Retail Sales (Bil.$) 2,635 2,695 2,694 2,757 2,855 2,455 2,569 2,695
% Change 6.8 9.3 -0.1 9.7 14.9 5.3 4.6 4.9
Federal Funds Rate* 5.52 5.50 5.53 4.86 4.73 5.30 5.46 5.35
Thirty-Year Treasury Bond Rate* 5.88 5.85 5.47 5.11 5.37 6.70 6.61 5.58
West Virginia
Total Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Thous.) 713.7 719.5 719.2 723.2 727.2 698.6 707.8 718.5
% Change 0.7 3.3 -0.2 2.2 2.3 1.6 1.3 1.5
Mining 24.2 23.9 22.8 22.8 22.3 25.8 24.6 23.5
% Change -1.1 -4.9 -17.2 0.6 -7.9 -5.1 -4.7 -4.5
Construction 34.6 34.2 34.2 35.2 35.6 34.4 34.9 34.5
% Change -2.3 -4.2 -0.4 12.7 5.0 4.6 1.5 -1.1
Manufacturing 82.5 82.6 82.3 82.2 81.1 81.9 81.6 82.4
% Change 2.0 0.3 -1.4 -0.6 -5.1 -0.6 -0.4 1.0
Trans., Comm. and Public Utilities 38.9 38.7 39.1 39.3 39.5 39.3 38.9 38.9
% Change -1.7 -1.4 3.5 2.4 2.4 -2.2 -1.0 0.0
Trade 162.2 162.9 163.6 164.5 166.4 160.3 161.7 163.2
% Change -0.2 1.7 1.7 2.3 4.7 1.5 0.9 0.9
Finance, Ins. and Real Estate 28.5 28.5 28.6 28.9 29.7 27.3 28.2 28.6
% Change 0.9 0.0 2.4 4.3 10.5 1.5 3.3 1.4
Services 204.2 205.9 208.6 210.4 212.0 191.0 198.9 207.0
% Change 4.0 3.4 5.4 3.4 3.2 3.9 4.1 4.1
Government 138.7 142.9 140.1 139.9 140.5 138.7 139.1 140.5
% Change -2.0 12.5 -7.6 -0.5 1.8 1.7 0.3 1.0
Unemployment Rate (%) 6.8 6.9 6.7 6.2 6.3 7.5 6.9 6.6
Initial Claims for Unemployment Ins. (Thous.) 1.649 1.682 1.464 1.706 n/a 1.715 1.617 1.625
Average Weekly Hours Coal Mining 44.3 44.1 43.4 45.7 43.5 45.9 44.9 44.4
Average Weekly Hours Manufacturing 41.6 41.3 41.5 41.8 41.0 41.2 41.7 41.6
Average Hourly Earnings Coal Mining ($) 19.86 19.77 19.72 19.56 19.24 20.09 19.73 19.73
% Change -3.0 -1.7 -1.0 -3.2 -6.4 3.5 -1.8 0.0
Average Hourly Earnings Manufacturing ($) 13.46 13.67 13.75 13.94 13.82 12.96 13.16 13.70
% Change 3.2 6.5 2.3 5.7 -3.5 2.6 1.5 4.2
Real Personal Income (Mil. 1992$) 30,852 30,964 31,199 31,473 n/a 30,052 30,401 31,122
% Change 3.7 1.5 3.1 3.6 1.7 1.2 2.4
Wage and Salary 15,772 15,822 16,021 16,240 n/a 15,265 15,512 15,964
% Change 2.6 1.3 5.1 5.6 1.5 1.6 2.9
Other Labor 1,655 1,651 1,659 1,663 n/a 1,746 1,677 1,657
% Change -1.7 -1.1 2.0 1.1 -5.1 -3.9 -1.2
Proprietors 1,912 1,919 1,924 1,957 n/a 1,832 1,846 1,928
% Change 13.1 1.5 1.0 7.0 -0.1 0.7 4.5
Dividends, Interest, and Rent 4,463 4,482 4,497 4,509 n/a 4,473 4,477 4,488
% Change 1.0 1.7 1.4 1.1 5.4 0.1 0.2
Transfer Payments 8,145 8,167 8,184 8,201 n/a 7,890 8,004 8,174
% Change 5.6 1.1 0.8 0.8 1.6 1.4 2.1
Value of Total Housing Permits (Mil.$) 307 308 311 382 393 290 291 327
West Virginia Export-Weighted U.S. Dollar (1980=100)* 137.8 137.6 138.6 132.6 134.6 116.4 127.2 136.7
% Change 19.0 -0.5 2.9 -16.3 6.1 3.2 9.3 7.4
Notes: West Virginia average weekly hours, average hourly earnings, and initial claims for unemployment insurance data are obtained from the West Virginia Bureau
of Employment Programs and seasonally adjusted using seasonal factors derived by the Bureau of Business and Economic Research. West Virginia employment
and the state unemployment rate are seasonally adjusted by the West Virginia Bureau of Employment Programs. Personal income data are seasonally adjusted by
the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Dept. of Commerce. Components may not sum to totals due to rounding. All percent changes are measured from the previ-
ous period and expressed as annual rates. Value of total housing permits data are from the Bureau of the Census, U.S. Dept. of Commerce.
*  Not Seasonally Adjusted.
na  Not Available.
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Distribution of Commodity Exports, West Virginia and
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